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the only question was the question of the comparative
abilities of Shelburne and Portland, the friends of Shelburne
had it all their own way. Portland was suggested, because
Fox and Richmond and Burke, the three ablest men in the
party, were all very obnoxious to the King, and Portland
was expected to fill the role which Rockingham had filled
with consummate success, the role of a titular leader for
which the most important gifts were not Parliamentary
ability or eloquence, but tact, address, and the art of
composing the quarrels and differences of party leaders,
Rockingham was a politician of very ordinary stature but
he had at least kept his party intact in circumstances that
put no light strain on its discipline and endurance, Fox
believed rightly or wrongly that Portland had much the
same nature but, when the choice was made, it helped to
divide that party still further because whilst it left Fox
leader in the Commons, it did not offer to Richmond, who
was fully conscious of his own strong claims on the party
leadership, even the secondary compensation of the leader-
ship in the Lords.
All the conditions therefore of the first breach with
Shelburne, the esoteric character of the real and very
momentous controversy, and the accidental circumstances
which Pitt and Shelburne craftily pushed into the fore-
ground, and represented as the governing issues contrived
to give to a secession, which was prompted by public and
honourable motives, the air of a rather frivolous and arid
quarrel. The next event, the Coalition, gave a still greater
shock to the public confidence in Fox. There had been
coalitions before 1783, and coalitions in which the most
discordant politicians had taken office together. Twenty
years later, it was generally believed to be not merely
reasonable but actually a thing to be desired that Fox
and Pitt should combine in forming a Ministry, though
their opposition had been so bitter that Fox had declared
that Pitt's shameful assaults on all the liberties of English-
men had made violent resistance a question of prudence
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